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For czample, resolving a Fender bass and upngh
acoustc bass playin

zht
g in unison was 4 plece of cake. In these
respects, the Ref 3.1 blew away the recendy reviewed Esolenie
A-100 and the Air Tight ATM-15 Its low internal soutce
Impe s also a kev in minimizing load interactions. It
dominate the load’s L
each speaker’s tonal character 1o shine through.
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n loud o very loud. Transient speecd

Blunted relative o the rest ircuit.

The only significant sonic quibble noted with the stock ube

COIMIPICTTENT Wik 4 8 Z:-_-':III'( Framy character through the [H'l.“‘\'-."fll't"

and treble regions. Not being a any sort ot textural

ylvania chrome-top,

abrasiveness | started rolling in vineage 63N7 types. 1 k

d

« om the right track when my Arst pick

brought about a smoothing of the upper midrange and treble. As

a bonus, the lower midrange gained harmonic richness, tleshing
out that b e OSINT |

1 s known for, I also wied GE
and Raytheon twpes, but my favesite in t

s application turned
out to be a CBS-Hywon brown-base 5692, the most spacious
and transparent of the bunch. However, that was not the end
of the story. Having recently purchased several NOS Sylvania
TNT Lokl ypes (with mangular black plates), 1 decided o
give them a trvout as well. The TNT is internally electrically
identical eo a GSNT but with a ¢

ferent pin-out. Thos, with a
TNT o 65N7 adapeer, it may be substitured for any 65N7. The

a trademark of Phileo-

| oskeal (for [ock-1n) vivania. {rher

manufacturers (e, Tung Sol and Raytheon) referred to them as

loctals. This type is distinguished by having the lead-out wires

a metal
N7 has
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base shell instead of the typical Bakelite base. The

alternative to vintage 65N7 tvpes. And 1 rotally concur. | found
it oo possess excellent derail and spatiality and could live with irs
sonics happily ever atter,

It should be ohvious by now thar 'm wildly enrhusiasric abour
rated amp, The Audio Space Reference 3.1 (300H)

offers a path toward enlishtenmenr—aoft being

this int

one with the
music. Ohuthitted with a vintage pair of 6587 or even inexpensive

TNT tnodes, irs musical pleasures w

wld be capovani
price point. Considering its asking price, it carns my nominaticn
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